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Rowland Evans
And Robert Novak

A Reversal

in Nicaragua

Instead of reiving Congress to the Nicweguan Tee
6o fighiers, President Rezgen's subrows rhetonic for
the consras has set the scene for his adminstraton's de-
fezt an? & reversal m the nsing tde of Amercan world
nrestige. Rezgenite harc-hners are desperetely jooring
for some wav 1o wwon the bde and persuade the Senzte
2n7 House to restere $14 mitios of “covert” ClA aid to

¥ TESCOT Nicalers. Bul Lre LDera’s and Other ant—cen-
&< forces, the Rezganites see smazll prospect of vi-
tory when the president calls for the vote.

- Thzt hes czused consiernztion zmong sxme of Ree-
gz=n's bes: friends. They are gowing cTucal of Secetry
o State Georpe Shulz, whose srong language SIppoTi-
ing the fre=dom Sghters conrasts sirangely with hus &p-
}omzH: epproaches W the Sendinistz regme.

These people foresee major poltcal repercussons
throushou: the hermisphere: reinforcement of Sandirusta
nie 1 Niczreguz, inumidation of Coste Ricz and Hon-
¢uras, confomnztion of Fidel CasTo's communist powesr o
tre Western Hemusphere, loss of U.S. credibility mariang
tre end of & period of rejative dynamism in U.S. foreign
pobcy in the East-West struggie.

No metter how dispieesmg this prospect for their

nztoz mav be te hera! Democrzts ther concern is
no: sufiden: for them to supopon e embarTessngly

¢ CIA “"covert” war agzmst the Sencinistzs,
Nor will Eoerals countenmance a-y semich to prmete
financial 2id {or the contres or a0y eSemt to get belp
from lsrael or other third countnies.

A less prediciable reacdon is bulldng znong Repu
bezn conservatves. They know tha: £ the Sandinistas
trivmphanty consolidzte their power because of the
fafiure of four years of mejor eSort by the Reagen ac-
minisTzH0s, every Latn American country—Mexico
mcluded—may soon find nself up agamst the cutting
edge of corrnunist power.,

Such concerns were umvelied & 2 privets hmcheor 2lk
bere this weak to foreign poticy hard-imers by Maleolm
Wellop, one of the Republicen semztors best ricrmed oa
foreizn palicy. Walop noted that Sex. Gordon Humprrey
bac aske¢ Shuhz at 2 recent Armoed Senvices Commines
hearmg to expizin how the United Szies could possidly
pegotiate auy “mutselly advantageous agresment” with
& Soviet governmen! “whose befrvior is mdistposh
able from that of Naz Germany.” Wealiop szié that Squhz
refused W tzke the guestion serioesly,

Such herd-Eners believe an umfavorzbie vote by Conr
gress should be followed up by Shulz with action along
the lines ¢f his Fer. 22 speach & San Franosco. Shultz
s then that I Congress refused to restore the CLA aid,
r_wouid heve the efect of “oonsiguing Nicaraguz to the
endiess cerimess of comminust DTEnnY and jead e
Unaed States “‘gown 2 path of greater danper.”

But whzt is Shuizz's plan to zvert thet catastrophe if
Cla_fungiag 1s genied by Congress? I such 2 pian ex-
ists, it 1s one of the few secrets leit In governmenw.
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